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Throughout our lives, whether by our own effort and the 
product of our work, donations, wills or the will expressed by 
other people, we have a patrimony, made up in turn of a mass 
of assets that could be of different nature and are endowed 
with an economic value, and sometimes even appeal to a 
sentimental character. Just as we have these assets and 
rights, which are configured as assets in our patrimony, we 
contract obligations, which would be liabilities. In short, the 
asset is what you have, and the liability is what you owe. 
  
Although it is true that as human beings it causes us a certain 
sensation of anguish and affliction to think about death, it is 
a possible reality and the more so in these times; therefore, it 
is important while we are alive to work on effective 
succession planning, so that at the time of our death, our 
assets and liabilities are transferred in a timely and adequate 
manner. 
 
The primary requirement for a succession to be opened is the 
death of a person, from which it will be necessary for 

someone to replace them, take their place in the ownership 
of assets and debts, in the government and general 
administration of interests and of its heritage  The 
Dominican legal system refers us to the principle of the unity 
of the succession, which is that the deceased's estate is 
transferred as a single mass of property, based on the rules 
of kinship. In this sense, both the assets and the liabilities 
that make up the latter's assets are transferred. 
 
The Doctrine establishes that two types of links coexist for 
the determination of the heirs, by consanguinity, which is a 
circle of people united by blood bond, including the adopted 
ones, made up of the descendants, ancestors, and collaterals. 
On the other side, the ones who are linked by affinity, that 
are those people united by legal bond, such as marriage. 
 
The succession always opens at the place of residence of the 
deceased person. It turns out that the heirs have the option 
of choosing, always by mutual agreement for the partition of 
the inheritance, the law of the place of opening of the 
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succession or the law of the place where one or more 
hereditary assets are located. On another note, it is 
appropriate to determine the date of death to check, who has 
the capacity to succeed, the start of the deadlines and to 
know what to do when there is a plurality of deceased. 
  
If you need legal guidelines to prepare your estate and 
succession management plan, you want to bequeath a 
specific asset to someone, you require some information or 
assistance regarding this situation or you know someone who 
is in this position, you do not have what to worry about. At 
ONTIER Alburquerque we have a team of lawyers who are 
experts in the area, who are available to provide you with the 
necessary assistance, in order to regularize the planning, you 

need. Feel free to contact us! Your best decision starts with 
us, your tranquility is our success. 
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