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The coronavirus or COVID-19 pandemic has put to the test 
the social, economic and health order of many of the world's 
countries. The efficient work of the Public Administration is 
needed so the impact of this situation can be mitigated. The 
role of the Administration implies protecting the health of 
the population, as well as the economic well-being of the 
country in the future. As a result, the National Congress 
issued resolution no. 62-20, approving the request made by 
the president to declare the state of emergency in the 
Dominican Republic, acting in accordance with article 266 of 
the Constitution.  
 
Through the declaration, transit, association and reunion, 
fundamental rights recognized in articles 46, 47 and 48, 
respectively, of our Constitution are restricted for the time 
strictly necessary. It should be noted that, although article 

266 of the constitution allows other fundamental rights (such 
as freedom of expression) to be suspended or restricted, the 
emergency declaration authorized by the Congress only 
refers to those previously mentioned. In other words, no 
other fundamental right is suspended during this exceptional 
situation. Furthermore, in accordance with paragraphs 4 and 
5 of the aforementioned article, the state of emergency does 
not imply that the authorities and other State servers are 
exempt from their functions, since their acts will be 
submitted to constitutional control. 
 
Resolution no. 62-20 also empowers the President to take 
the necessary measures to guarantee health care and 
medication to people affected by COVID-19, and those 
necessary to support the different national economic sectors 
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during the period, as a way to protect the employment and 
income of workers.  
 
As a result of the above, the President has issued several 
decrees related to the establishment of a curfew throughout 
the national territory. First, decree no. 135-20, with which 
transit was prohibited from eight o'clock at night (8:00 pm) 
to six in the morning (6:00 am) for a period of fifteen (15) 
days. Later, through decree no. 138-20, the curfew schedule 
was extended, starting from five in the afternoon (5:00 pm) 
until six in the morning (6:00 am). Recently, decree no. 142-
20, issued on the second of April, 2020, extended the curfew 
for fifteen (15) additional days for the schedule established in 
decree 138-20. 
 
 The only exception to the curfew is the transit of vehicles and 
people working in essential services, such as:  
 
1. The transport and distribution of merchandise, supplies 

and fuel;  

2. The provision of energy, water, telecommunications and 
solid waste collection services to exclusively deal with 
emergency situations; 

3. To work in ports and airports;  
4. To work in the industry and trade in food, 

pharmaceuticals and medical supplies; and  
5. To the provision of funeral services. 
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